
Trioity Cablltvuion, Inc.
1701 Cogswell Avenue

PeU City, AlabanL'l 35125

April 18. 2005

Ms. Marlene H- Dortch
Office ofthc Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 via e1~ctronicjUing

Rt: American Cable Anocbtioll Petition for RulemakJng, Ja.f-11201

Vear Ms. Uortch:

On behalf ofTrinity Cablevision, Inc., I write to express our strongest support fOf

ACA~5 petition for rulcmaking on retransmission consent. I operate an independent cable
cumpaIly UlaL SC:IV~S c;~lulIlt:l'S in ::illliillt:l\ nual an:as, and I l,;HJl verify Uus.llhe peliliun
accurately desqibes the upcoming retransmission consent crisis. Broadcasters, including
those in my markets~have made it deB! that 1hey will force us to charge an additional $5
to $6 per subscriber per month for basic cable? to cover new demands ofcash for
carriage. ACA's solution to this problem is pro-compebtion.. pro-consumer, and
c.1c::n:3{ulalury. It will benefit Ult: CUIl~L.lIIIt:r~ ~c:rvc::<1by Illy (;OlIqJ~lY and will ht:lp keep
down the costs of basic cable.

Provided below is ~ome information about my l'XmIPany and why we think the
Commission needs to grnnt ACA' s petition.

Company background

OUT. ("{.lmpany is f-amily owned and began providing cal:Jle servic~ in 1986. \V~

operate one headend which serves a total of695 customers in mrnlAlabama.

We have invested in upgrading our system. DBS competition has been a strang
competitor in our markets, taking subscribers and making it difficult to increase rates_ At
the sam~ time~ programming C05tS have increa~ed far ahe~d of inflation.

TIle broadcasters" demands for several J.))C1re dollars per month presents a major
pl"ob1em, Because our margins are aheady stretched thin~ we have no choice but to pass
this cost onto our customers. They will be angxy. Some will drop QUI setVioe. Those
that do ncrt will have to pay up to sev~f81 dollars mQre for basi~ cable.



!Vh! we su~portACA' s Petition

Basically ~ all that ACA asks for is a right for us to shop and only when a
broadcaster demands a price for retransmission consent. In my markets, I know this will
work to lower the cost ofretransmission consent for my customers.

Fu:st~ I know that I could obtain network programming at a lower cost from other
broadcasters. I 0an do this by r~eiYing signals from neighboring markets.

Second, if the broadcasters in my market know alternatives exist, I am confident I
will be able to negotiate a lower price. Ulat works in every type oftransaction, and it
",ill work in retransmission consent.

As stated in the petition., the problem is not that broadcasters demand a Hpricc~' for
retransmission oonsent The problem is that they block our ability to find lower~co5t

alternatives. The petition shows how this proble1n will easily cost conswners and smaller
cable opera.tors upwards 0[$1 billion next year. In my marke~~broadcasters' demands
Virill CDst my cQI1lpany and our rubscribers at least $42,777,00 per year. Our company is
just not able to withstand this in.crease.

By making the limited changes requested by ACA, the Commission will bring
some market discipline to retransmission oonsent "pricing.n This will help to keep our
costs down and will benefit out consumers.

Our cooce..u for localls...

As a fmal poin~ I want the Comm~5ion to know that we support local
1:JwadC"<tsting and prefer to carry OtJr k'<:al broa<t~sters. We l.In<f~stand the importan~ of
local prog(iunming~but we also lUlderstand how much our customers are willing to pay
[01 it. TIle pro1Jl~lI1 ~ lht: high~r vlic~s being deIIli11Hlw by more ~ncl IIlur~ uwncr:s uf
these stations. Most often the owners are based in ':oxporate headquarters hwdreds or
thousands ofmiles away, Frankly~ they don't care about localism. They just want our
CllstomeJ.'s'm0ney.

w~ fully :)upporL a [cur exchange ofvi:t.lue (Ol (,;anllig~ of local signab. But WhOl

broadcasters demand a "price," We need the ability to "shop:':' to get a "price "1 that fairly
reflects the value ofthe signal. Please act on ACA'5 Petition as soon as you can.

~A;;U
Arthur M Smith
Vice President

...


